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Hello everyone,  
 
It is hard to believe that that time of year has come where our successors have been 
elected and the current Sabbatical team are essentially on our way out!  I would like 
to take this opportunity to congratulate each and every candidate who nobly stood for 
election and congratulate the seven sabbatical elects. Since our last meeting of 
council there has been a lot of activity on campus.  I would just like to thank Lucia 
Kearney first and foremost for all her hard work and preparation for a number of the 
initiatives that I will detail below; she is an invaluable addition to the student 
development team and much of my objectives for the year could not have been 
achieved without her.  
 
Community Inductions & Outreach 

 The February Nursing intake induction period took place during the second 
week of February. On Thursday 13th February, Dee Corbett from the 
University’s External Affairs and I gave a community induction talk to the new 
intake ensuring that they were made aware of their rights and responsibilities 
when coming to University and their roles as new members of the South 
Belfast Community. I advised the students of methods that they might get 
involved in the positive aspects of University life and also ensured they were 
made aware where to go in the event that they might need representation or 
advice.  

 

 Schools Talks:  In order to make the transition from School to university that 
bit easier, I along with Dee Corbett have attended a number of the main 
feeder schools to discuss community living with the year 13 & 14s.  We 
received a fantastic reception at the schools and I discussed my experience 
of University life and also furnished the students with advice for when they 
come to live in the area.  

Schools I have attended:  St Patrick’s Academy Dungannon 
                                          St Catherine’s College Armagh 
                                          St Patrick’s Grammar School Armagh 

I would like to thank Tiernan McAteer VP Welfare and Connor Daly VP 
Campaigns and Communications for attending the schools that I have been 
unable to make due to other work commitments.  
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The Holylands Hub 
Over the past number of months I have been working alongside Belfast City Council 
and University of Ulster to try and develop a student hub to furnish students with 
topical information and advice for living in the local area.  
I worked with Belfast City Council who obtained funding to try and develop two 
topical pilot issues and focus on incentivising students to come along.  
We established that two strong issues both topical and of interest to our students at 
this time was Social Media and Safety in the Area and from this worked to developing 
the promotional materials and incentives.   
We secured free Boojum Burritos for students in attendance as a form of 
encouraging students to come and listen to the all important messages.   
The First Holyland Hub, ‘Like’ focused on Social Media; the benefits and 
repercussions. It was held on Tuesday 4th March and leading up to the event I 
actively promoted in as many ways possible including posters, social media and 
posting the informational leaflets around a number of streets in the Holyland Area.  
We obtained fantastic and interesting speakers for ‘Like’ Holyland Hub including:  
Frank Mitchell U105 
Jim Gamble Social Media 
Joanne Lowry BCC Media Coms TBC 
Detective Sgt Gavin Pue 
 
There were 45 students in attendance to this event, 80% of which were Queen’s 
Students and so it was a massive success.  
 
The Second Holyland Hub, ‘One Punch’ was held on Tuesday 11th March focusing 
on the dangers of Assault and the repercussions simply one punch can have! This 
was most topical given the run up to St. Patrick’s Day!  
Again, our speakers captured the attention of our audience and really reinforced the 
message. 
The speakers for ‘One Punch’ were  
Frank Mitchell U105 
Detective Inspector Ian Magee 
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There were 22 students in attendance of this event, all of which were Queen’s 
Students.  
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RAG 
RAG Charity Short-listing:  
This year, 37 applications were received to be considered a 2014/15 RAG Charity.  
This was a fantastic number of applications and is testament to the profile that RAG 
has established over the past few years.   
On Friday 21st myself alongside the two RAG Co-Chairs, Fergal McFerrin and 
Michael Kelly as the Shortlisting Panel took the opportunity to select the eight 
strongest applications in light of the application criteria we developed:- 
Preconditions to consideration:  

 The Charity must be based in Northern Ireland 

 The Charity must utilise any moneys received within Northern Ireland 

 The Charity must receive little of no government funding 
Factors taken into shortlisting consideration: 

 The perceived relevance of the charity to the lives of students 

 The immediate need of the charity for funding assistance  

 The potential impact that a partnership with RAG might establish  

 The nature of the work that the charity is involved in 

 Support and funding given by other bodies 
 
The eight shortlisted charities that the shortlisting panel selected were as follows: 
The SOS Bus NI, Autism NI, Aware Defeat Depression, Guide Dogs NI, Leukaemia & 
Lymphoma NI, The NI Children’s Enterprise, Action on Hearing Loss NI, The 
Welcome Organisation. 
 

 Elections took place during the 4th, 5th & 6th March; with 2,413 votes cast, the 

final four elected charities for the new academic year are The SOS Bus, 

Aware Defeat Depression, Leukaemia & Lymphoma NI and Autism NI.   

 
RAG Week 
RAG Week took place between 17th & 21st February.  
During the course of the week, a number of fantastic and varied events were 
organised and our final calculations indicate that over £6000 was raised during the 
course of the week for this year’s four elected charities. 
RAG Apprentice  
During RAG week, I organised the QUB RAG Apprentice which took place on 19th 
February. 
Two student teams went head to head in a challenge to invest their resources and 
raise as much money for RAG in 24 hours as they possibly could.   
The teams met on Tuesday 18th at 6pm in the Board Room at the Students Union 
where I provided both teams with a brief of what the next 24 hours would entail and 
some tips to the participants were passed on. 
On Wednesday 19th at 7pm, the Board Room meeting was held in the Old Staff 
Common Room. The boardroom meeting was chaired by Basil McCrea MLA which 
was a fantastic event, both teams were sufficiently grilled and we even managed to 
persuade Basil to donate £60 of his own cash!  
 
During the course of the day a host of activities took place including teams frantically 
dashing to Makro on a guest pass to buy hundreds of crème eggs, a certain 
individual demanding to speak to the Vice Chancellor for a donation, raffles and 
business donations!  The teams raised over £3300 during that one day.  
 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank both teams for their hard work and 
dedication during the challenge and also to Fergal McFerrin for being a fantastic 
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team aid and finally to Basil McCrea MLA for proving to be a very convincing Lord 
Alan Sugar. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Student Volunteer Week 
 

Student Volunteering Week occurred 24th– 28th Feb.   
I hosted the launch event themed the value of volunteering.   
Guest speakers: Wendy Osborne :  Volunteer Now CEO  
                           Hilary Hanberry: Volunteer Manager, Business in the 
Community  
                          Rachel Ennis: Citibank 
                          Prof Tony Gallagher:  Pro-Vice Chancellor   

 Over the week, 13 workshops were hosted by external organisations/internal 

departments - the workshops aimed to give students an insight into their work 

and the volunteering opportunities available with them.  The following 

organisations/departments hosted workshops: 

Alzheimer's NI, Positive Futures, DePaul Ireland, Praxis, QURC, RAG, 
Enactus, Volunteer Now, Friends of the Earth, Guide Dogs, Marie Curie, 
Cancer Focus, Barnardo's, Nurture Africa and Naughton Gallery. 

 107 students engaged in the workshops and 60 students opted to complete 

workshops evaluations. 

 Throughout the week 24 volunteering information stalls were held in the 

students' union foyer.  Organisations/departments who held stalls included: 

 Age NI, Chest, heart & Stroke, Macmillan, Alzheimer's NI, Positive Futures, 

PIPs, Bryson, Sola, Concern, WAVE Trauma, Habitat NI, Guide Dogs, RSPB, 

Assisi, Volunteer Now, Nurture Africa, Simon Community, Lagan Legacy, 

Belfast Cathedral, Queen's Festival, QUB Dragonslayers. 
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 At this stage it is known that 64 students have signed up to volunteer with 6 

organisations/departments.  Volunteer SU will follow this up with all attending 

organisations/departments to get a more accurate figure. 

 

 A team of 8 students have also assembled to participate in the Marie Curie 

Shop Challenge (a varsity challenge between Queen's and University of 

Ulster, where the aim is to scavenge and blag donations to stock a Marie 

Curie shop on 3rd April, each team trying to raise as much money as they can 

(all proceeds go to Marie Curie).  The team with the most % increase  on 

shops average takings are declared the winners.  This was also launched 

during student volunteering week with 6 students attending the shop 

challenge briefing facilitated by Marie Curie on 27 February. 

 
 

 

Mind Your Mood  

 Our mental health campaign, Mind Your Mood has went from strength to 

strength this year.  Last year we delivered 36 3 hour workshops to students 

highlighting the issue of mental health, increasing awareness of both long and 

short term mental health problems students might face, spotting the warning 

signs that a friend or a family member might be in need of assistance and in 

turn the signposts and looking after personal wellbeing.  

 1022 students engaged with the programme and 628 took place in the 

workshops last semester.   

 This semester we are running two more comprehensive Living Life to the Full 

programmes consisting of a 6 week training for sufferers of mild to moderate 

mental health problems or individuals who have a particular interest in the 

subject area and want to learn more.  

 

St Patrick’s Day 

 I have been actively involved in the St. Patrick’s day preparations in ensuring 

that students are aware of their responsibilities while in the area.  I have 

prepared a number of social media updates to promote safety and awareness 

of neighbours at this time and have been active in liaising with statutory 

agencies regarding their resources and preparation for this time including a 

number of inter agency meetings.  

 The University will be closed on Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th During the St. 

Patrick’s period, there will be a significant police and Belfast City Council 

presence in the area and they will take action against anyone seen to be 

committing an offence. Please do ensure that during the period you stay safe 

and are considerate of your neighbours living in the area.  

http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/community/communitysafety/students.aspx 

 

 

Representation 

 Committee of Discipline: Since the last meeting of council I have advised and 
accompanied two groups of students to committees of discipline including 

http://www.belfastcity.gov.uk/community/communitysafety/students.aspx
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assistance with statements, advice on the process, emotional support and 
representation. 

 Disciplinary Officer Meetings: Since the last meeting of council I have advised 
and accompanied one student to a disciplinary officer meeting and supported 
her preceding the event.  

 Disciplinary meetings with Schools: I advised and accompanied a student 
regarding a school disciplinary meeting.  

 
 
Resident’s Meetings and External Committees 
 
I have represented students at the following associations and monthly agency 
meetings since the last meeting of council:  

- The Neighbourhood Forum 
- The Holylands Residents Meetings  

 
NSS Talks 
Over the past months I have made three NSS Addresses: School of Geography, 
School of Politics & School of Law encouraging final year students to complete the 
National Student Survey.  
 
 
Other Engagements 

 Sigerson Celebration: I attended the Sigerson cup dinner in the great hall on 
Saturday 22nd March 

 Annual Fund Dispersal Ceremony: I attended the Annual Fund Dispersal 
Ceremony on 25th February where I collected the cheques we received from 
the Annual Fund for The Mind Your Mood Campaign (£5,000) and the 
Inspiring Leaders Programme (£12,000)  

 
 
 
 
 
As always, if anyone has any questions regarding any of the above, please do not 
hesitate to contact me via phone, email, or calling up to the office on the 2nd floor.  
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SARAH-LOUISE BAIRD  
VP Community  
E: su.vpcommunity@qub.ac.uk 
T: 02890971050 
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