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Council Report (Vice President Community – Chloe Patterson) 
 
Hello everyone!  
 
Firstly, congratulations on being elected to Student Council – its great to see such a 
diverse mix of people and I really believe you will all do some amazing work this 
year. Anyone who knows me knows that I like to keep things relatively short and 
sweet – so if you ever have any concerns regarding anything during your time at 
Queen’s I am always here to listen and will do whatever is humanly possible to help 
you   
 
But likewise if you feel as though you have some amazing ideas regarding 
community organising then please get in touch, I am only one woman after all and 
rely on you to keep me on my toes!  
 
Key Points:  
 
Freshers’ Fortnight 
 
In conjunction with the Community Affairs department in the University, I gave 
twenty-five ‘Living n the Community’ induction talks during orientation and welcome 
week; this approximately amounted to 4000 students. The purpose of these talks to 
were to highlight to incoming students their rights and responsibilities whilst at in 
University and in the local Queen’s community. However, I reminded all students 
that their Union was always here for them regardless of the situation they may have 
gotten into and if they ever needed help, we would do our very best. Furthermore, a 
key part of my message was to highlight all the positive initiatives and projects they 
can get involved in whilst at University.  
 
The weekend of September 21st & 22nd was Move In weekend in Elms. We had a 
rota in place and spent time talking to students and parents and helping where we 
could with moving them into Elms. This was a great opportunity to talk to the new 
students and give a brief overview of what the students’ union does. I spent a 
number of hours at the Students’ Union stall at Freshers’ Fair giving me the 
opportunity to engage with a number of students and tell them a bit more about a 
number of initiatives we are running. 
 
I also had a key part in organising both a Chill Out Day and a carnival on the front 
lawn of the University for RAG, however they will be expanded upon later in my 
report.  
 
Hey Neighbour 
 
‘Hey Neighbour’ is a project that I’m incredibly excited to get started, it’s basically a 
scheme to find new and upcoming community leaders amongst students in South 
Belfast. You'll be a point of contact for your fellow students for any issues in key 
student areas, help develop any initiatives you think would be great to happen 
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around Queen's and generally be leaders in your residential areas. Essentially those 
who have applied and got onto the scheme will be my ‘Community Crew’ I would 
prefer the term ‘Community Cats’ but I was told this wasn’t appropriate…the project 
will help QUBSU achieve the NUS Green Excellency Award this year. 
 
Student Street Survival Kit  
 
This was quite a substantial piece of work and I liaised closely with Communications 
and External Affairs who kindly agreed to fund the project. It was initially planned to 
be printed and distributed to incoming first year students during the Freshers’ 
period. However, after reviewing the content I decided that the handbook would be 
of much more use to Freshers when they are moving into private accommodation 
for the first time as much of the information relates to living in private 
accommodation rather than Elms. Therefore, this has led to the development of 
information sessions that for next semester for all first years and those who have 
never lived in private accommodation to come along to. We will distribute the 
booklet alongside more in-depth information sessions on accommodation rights for 
students and the pitfalls of living on your own for the first time.  
 
 
Volunteer SU:  
 
In my role as VP Community I work with Lucia Kearney, our Volunteer and 
Development Support Officer to ensure students are aware of all the volunteering 
opportunities available. I would like to formally commend Lucia on all the amazing 
work she has done this semester thus far.  
 
Some of the work that has been achieved so far this semester:  
 
Millennium Volunteers 
There are currently 416 students signed up to Millennium Volunteers, with 152 of 
these having signed up since start of the 2014-15 academic year. To date during the 
current academic year, 9 x 50 hours awards, 5 x 100 hours awards and 2 x 200 hours 
awards have been achieved by students.  One student has also achieved Degree Plus 
through Route A Millennium Volunteers. 
  
Homework Clubs 
The Homework Clubs initiative continues to develop and The Students’ Union is now 
partnered with 11 Homework Clubs, compared to ten Clubs in 2013-14.  The 
Students’ Union has also employed a student intern (sponsored by the South Belfast 
Partnership Board and Santander Universities) who is currently conducting a formal 
evaluation of the Homework Clubs in South Belfast over 2014-15. 
The recruitment process for Semester One has taken place. 157 applications for 
homework club volunteers were received from students.  101 students have been 
successfully trained and matched across 11 Homework Clubs.  
  
Inspiring Leaders 
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The Students’ Union has employed a student intern who is currently assisting with 
the coordination of the Inspiring Leaders programme over 2014-15.  The recruitment 
process for Semester One has taken place. 63 students applied for the programme 
and 38 students gained a place.  The programme took place as an intensive 
residential (5th-6th November) and a further workshop on 12th November. 
 
Volunteer Speed-dating 
Volunteer SU piloted a volunteer speed-dating event on 29th October.  30 
organisations from a range of disciplines including environment, children, mental 
health etc. pitched their volunteering opportunities to the students.  22 students 
attended this event, with 100% of students indicating they felt encouraged to 
volunteer and 60% actually signing up with at least one organisation on the day. 
  
‘Points Of Light’ Award 
Four Queen’s students are successfully fulfilling their roles as Northern Ireland Young 
Social Ambassadors for the Cabinet Office.  Their role is to identify outstanding 
volunteers across Northern Ireland and to nominate these to the Cabinet Office for 
recognition.  As a result of their role, Queen’s Student Mogue Lawless won the 
‘Points of Light’ Award for his volunteering within the mental health sector. 
 
 
RAG: 
 
By virtue of the Student’s Union constitution, the Vice President for Community 
takes the position of treasurer of RAG. I intend to engage and actively participate in 
all their events and to help in whatever way I can. I sat on the interview panel 
selecting the new RAG chair.  I would like to formally note my congratulations to 
Connor Malone, who has already shown great leadership and creativity setting RAG 
up for an exciting and successful year. 
 
RAG Conference York 
I attended RAG conference from Tuesday 26th-Thursday 28th August with current 
RAG Chair/ Deputy Speaker, Connor Malone. The conference was great as it allowed 
for different RAGs across the UK to come together and to discuss ideas and any 
issues they have been facing. It was also a great opportunity to network with a lot of 
different charities and to find out about all the amazing work they do, I think we may 
have persuaded several to put in an application for next year’s RAG charities. At this 
point, I must commend Connor on his professional manner throughout the 
conference as well as his dance moves on the last night… 
 
Chill Out Day 
I organised an afternoon in the new Relish space for students to come and relax 
during the Freshers’ period. I organised for there to be tea/coffee and buns from 
French Village; hair and nail treatments from Metro salon; henna and eyebrow 
threading from the beauty salon in the Union.  
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I also worked in conjunction with the VP Welfare and VP Campaigns and 
Communication to organise a FIFA tournament to run while the Chill Out Day 
happened. I would also like to note my thanks to QUB Dragonslayers for their help 
on the day and for lending a wide selection of board games.  
 
Carnival  
I had a key role in organising the carnival that was on the front lawn during Freshers, 
it was a chance for students to blow off some steam in between classes. It was great 
to meet students in such a relaxed environment and we encouraged them to donate 
to RAG.  
 
Pub Crawl  
I helped to organise this year’s Pub Crawl and took part as one of the leaders, 
congratulations to the team on their fundraising for this event as it seems to grow 
and become more successful with each passing year!  
 
National Union Engagement: 
 

 Belfast Pride as part of a student bloc with NUS-USI 

 USI Rally for Education  

 NUS-USI Regional Council 

 March for Fair Pay  

 USI National Council  

 SUT training 

 SUT+ training  

 NUS Membership Day  

 Elected to Volunteering and Citizenship Taskforce 
 
Residents Meetings/Committees/Events Attended:  
 

 The Neighbourhood Forum x2  

 LOB Consortium Meeting  

 PACT x2  

 Stranmillis Residents Meetings x3 

 LOBE x2  

 Academic Council x2  

 Ulster Unionist Dinner  

 Meeting with Belfast City Council environment team regarding the Union’s 
Green Impact  

 Meeting with the Lord Mayor Nichola Mallon  

 Media Training with Macmillan Media 

 Meeting with Emma Meneilly from Meningitus UK  

 SOS Film outreach 

 Meeting with Gerry Carroll from NUS-USI  

 Bin-smart app launch in Common Grounds 
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 Met with a group of residents regarding a community project in the 
Holylands 

 Graduation Ceremonies x3  

 Honorary Graduation Dinner 

 Meeting NICEM Community Development Officer 

 Confidential meeting with student x5 

 Accompanied a student to a disciplinary appeal 
 
 
 
 
 


