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Hi everyone! 
 
Congratulations on being elected as councillors and school reps! It’s really great to 
see a lot of new faces to council and I have no doubt all you new councillors will 
bring a whole new perspective to our meetings. And of course a welcome back to a 
few familiar faces, glad to see yous just can’t get enough of council!  
 
I encourage you to get stuck into council and make the most of the year. Remember, 
you are elected representatives, voted into council by your peers. Represent them in 
the best way possible, through engaging in council debates, bringing forward 
motions that can impact your constituents and getting involved in the various 
campaigns run by the sabbatical officers and their committees. 
 
I still find it hard to believe that I’m almost half way through my second year in this 
position; the time has absolutely flown in! My year in this position have been such an 
invaluable learning curve and has really opened my eyes to the inequalities faced by 
underrepresented groups in society and the importance of fighting for equality for 
every citizen in society and I would really encourage every councillor to get involved 
in any equality activities/campaigns you can. If you have any ideas or suggestions of 
how I can battle inequalities on campus, or if you become aware of anything that I 
should be aware of please let me know. 
 
I’m really looking forward to working with you all this year so please don’t be afraid to 
get in touch with me about anything you think we can work together on. It’s been 
great meeting a good few of you since the start of semester and yous are all always 
more than welcome to call into the office on the 2nd floor! I’m always up for tea and 
chats so call in any time  
 

International Welcome Week 
This is probably the largest thing I have worked on so far this semester. It was 
amazing (and somewhat daunting!!) welcoming over 500 international students who 
are new to Queens this year in my address to them in the Whitla Hall during 
International Welcome Week. Over the course of the week I had many opportunities 
to get to know a lot of the students. I met with Tuathla O’Brien from the International 
Student Support Office on numerous occasions over the summer months to plan for 
the activities the SU was hosting and organising for International Students. 
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Buddy Scheme 
The “Buddy Scheme” has been run by the VP Equality & Diversity for a number of 
years now. I recruited over 70 “Host” Buddies and about 200 International Students 
attended the Buddy Meet in the Snack Bar. This is the largest the Buddy Scheme 
has been to date. We slightly changed the set up of the event to enable International 
Students to meet other International Students as well as just meeting “Host” students 
which seemed to be something they enjoyed. The evening was really successful and 
everyone seemed to be getting on great! 
 

 Culture Quiz 
The night of the Buddy Scheme we held a quiz in the Bar Sub. This was another 
great success and was attended by quite a lot of International Students, Host 
Buddies and other students who had been in the bar earlier in the night. 
 

Traditional Crawl 
On the Thursday of International Welcome Week I organised a pub crawl around 
some of the more traditionally Irish bars in the city centre. This was attended by over 
450 students and was a brilliant night. We split into four groups and went on various 
routes around the bars before all meeting back in the Speakeasy to end the night.  
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the International Support Office, the Student 
Guides for the welcome period and my fellow Officers for their support with the 
events that took place this week. As it was the first big project I ran it was a pretty 
stressful time and their support with executing the events was invaluable. 
 
I particularly want to thank all the students who volunteered to be Host Buddies and 
Traditional Crawl Team Leaders as the event would not have been able to take place 
without the volunteers.  
 
There will be similar events organised for the International Welcome Period in 
January for any newcomers to campus for second semester. If anyone would like to 
get involved in these activities just get in touch to let me know! 
 

Fresher’s Fortnight/Welcome Period 
After a quiet summer with very few students around campus, September was a very 
welcomed sight! The weekend of September 20th & 21st was Move In weekend in 
Elms. On the Saturday night myself and Hannah, VP Education, organised a 
“Getting to Know You” night in the Tree House. We played cheesy icebreakers and 
provided pizza for those who attended while the remainder of the sabbatical team 
made a show of themselves getting stuck into the games we had planned. Over the 
course of the two days the SU had a stall in Elms. We had a rota in place and spent 
time talking to students and parents and helping where we could with moving them 
into Elms. 
 
Over the course of the Fortnight I took part in the following events: 

 RAG pub crawl team leader 

 RAG Chillout Day  

 Addressed Students at a Mature Student Welcome Event 
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 SU Carnival 

 12 Induction talks to first year Undergrads, Mature Students and Postgraduate 
Students 

 Fresher’s Bazaar Students Union stall 
 
 

USI Pre Budget Campaign 
In July I was elected onto the National Campaigns Sub-Committee for The Union of 
Students in Ireland. (USI) This was made up of 12 student officers from different 
colleges across the country. 
 
The USI Pre Budget Campaign is an annual campaign run in the lead up to the 
Annual Budget set by the Irish Government in October of each year. USI compile a 
pre budget submission each year and this year called for 

1. Protect the Maintenance Grant 
2. Protect the Back to Education Allowance 
3. Return €25million to the HE Fund that was cut as a “once off” two 

budgets ago. 
4. No implementation of a deferred payment scheme 
5. Provide more support and provisions for improved student 

accommodation. 
 
The Sub-Committee spent a lot of the summer coming up with the concept of the 
campaign which we agreed was to be a positive celebration of Education. We then 
progressed on to developing the format of the campaign which was to be a rally 
through the streets of Dublin followed by a demo including speeches and 
performances. 
 
I attended the USI Pre Budget Briefing in Dublin ahead of the Irish Government’s 
budget. We met with a number of TDs and their staff and lobbied for the protection of 
student financial support. We presented our requests to those present and spent 
time talking to them about why the protection of education is important. 
 
Over 6000 students from across the country attended the Rally for Education on 
October 8th. The Rally was a huge success and for the first time in quite a 
considerable amount of time there was a presence from Queens at the National Day 
of Action. 
The Budget was the following week and was particularly successful for students: 
The maintenance grant will remain at current levels.  
The Back to Education Allowance will remain at current levels. 
 
Child Benefit has been increased by €5 per child from January 2015.  
The €25 million funding withheld in budgets 2013 and 2014 will be returned. 
 
I travelled to Dublin 4 times for meetings of this committee, rang into 2 of the 
committee meetings and attended 3 meetings of this committee in Belfast. 
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MSM Blood Ban 
The Northern Irish Blood Transfusion Service comes into the SU a few times per 
year as a blood donation centre. This has always been incredibly popular with 
students which is always great to see. They were in the SU on October 20th and 21st 
and I saw this as an opportunity to raise awareness of the fact that Men who have 
Sex with Men (MSM) are not allowed to give blood in Northern Ireland. I had a stall in 
the SU Foyer over the course of the two days where I collected signatures for a 
petition calling for the Northern Irish Health Minister to lift this blood ban and also 
launched an online petition calling for the same thing. 
 
To date the petition has gotten 922 signatures. I will have the petition with me at the 
next council meeting if anyone would like to sign it. 
 

Other Training/Meetings/Committees/Events attended 
Meeting with Isabel Jennings 
Meeting with NUS-USI President (x2) 
Childcare allocations panel 
Committee of Discipline panel 
USI Crossover National Council- NUIG 
Transition Week Workshops 
Meeting with Lord Mayor of Belfast 
Graduation Ceremony (x3) 
Graduation Dinner 
USI Student Union Training- UCD 
Meeting with Trinity College Dublin Students’ Union Officer Team 
International Welcome Week Planning Meeting (x4) 
Marketing Meeting 
Outlook Training 
Strategic Plan Working Group (x5) 
Freshers Fortnight Planning Meeting 
SUT+ Planning Meeting with NUS-USI 
Meeting with USI VP Equality & Citizenship re Women in Leadership Campaigns 
Belfast Pride 
Signage and Communications Meeting 
Meeting with NUS-USI Women’s Officer 
Meeting with NUS-USI Women’s Officer and Hollaback! 
Election Working Group (x3) 
Comms Meeting 
Filming for Sabbatical Promotional Video 
SU Pop Up Planning Meeting (x2) 
Blog Training 
Induction Talks Sign Off Meeting 
USI National Council- Blanchardstowne 
Section 75 Meeting 
Presentation Skills Workshop 
Women in Leadership Meeting with President of Literific 
Meeting with Kara Bailie 
Meeting re Care Leavers 
LGBT+ Campaigns Meeting 
The Scoop “Education IS” Feature 
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USI National Council- Galway 
Confidential Meetings with Student (x7) 
Meeting with SU President (x3) 
Interview with The Scoop re sexism in club/bar advertisements 
USI Extra Card Phone-in Meeting 
 


