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Hi Everyone, 
 
I would firstly like to congratulate all of you that have been successful in the 
student council elections for the forthcoming year. My name is Patrick Sally and I 
am your Student Office for Welfare. I look forward to working alongside many of 
you during this academic year. 
 
This is my first student council report for the academic year 2014/2015. 
 
Below is an outline of the work that I have been doing since commencing the role 
in July. I have condensed the report as much as possible as it covers quite a long 
period of time. 
 
If any councilor or student requires any additional information I am more than 
happy to discuss the report with them in more detail. Please contact me by email, 
su.vpwelfare@qub.ac.uk, phone me on 028 9097 1002, or call into the sabbatical 
office on the second floor of the students union at any time.  
 
Best wishes, 
 
Patrick 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:su.vpwelfare@qub.ac.uk
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Advice, Representation and Individual Counsel of Students 
 
Due to the nature of the post the vast majority of my time is taken up by the day-
to-day representation and provision of advice to students. 
 
Over the last few months I have dealt with a high amount of casework relating to 
accommodation advice. Issues with accommodation tend to be varied from 
deposits that have been retained my landlords to helping students find 
accommodation. A large number of students have contacted the Students’ Union 
in search of assistance in finding accommodation due to unsuccessful 
applications to university accommodation. Due to this the union has decided to 
bring back the accommodation notice board located on the second floor stairwell 
to the front of the building. I believe that an online forum would be more efficient 
and aim to work with Students Unions Marketing department during the 
academic year to develop this system. 
 
I have also accompanied students to Committees of Discipline and Appeal 
Hearings throughout the past few months. To date I have dealt with 47 students 
on all of these issues.  
 
 
International Welcome Week, Elms Welcome Weekend and Fresher’s Fortnight 
 

After nearly three months in office it was great to see new and returning 
students fill the corridors of the students union again. I was involved in many of 
the events throughout Welcome Week, Elms Welcome Weekend and as part of 
the Students’ Union Fresher’s fortnight programe. 
 
During International Welcome Week, I attended the International Buddy Scheme 
event as a buddy, assisting with the setup of the buddy scheme event and acted 
as team lead on the Traditional Pub Crawl. I also attended the International Pub 
Quiz. 
 
Elms Welcome Weekend provided a fantastic opportunity for student officers 
and staff to promote the Students’ Union to new and returning students. I along 
with my fellow officers was present at the students union stall at the entrance of 
the Treehouse for the entirety of the second day of welcome weekend and 
helped out with the pizza and games icebreaker event on the Saturday night. 
 
As part of the fresher’s fortnight Programme I organised with VP Campaigns and 
Communications a Fifa Tournament that was well attended by 23 people. I would 
like to thank Shannon Hewitt and the rest of the QUB Dragonslayers for their use 
of consoles, screens and games during the event. I was also involved in the 
delivery of 12 induction talks and attended both the RAG Pub Crawl Team Lead 
Training and the RAG Pub Crawl as a Team Leader. 
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Mind Your Mood 
 
I am delighted to be the Co Chair of the Mind Your Mood Steering group this year. 
So far I have attended one of the classes with the Resident Assistants from 
Queen’s Accommodation and was involved in the interview process for the 
Steering Group. I was also was involved in the Mind Your Mood Launch. The 
Steering Group is currently looking at ways of getting more people to sign up for 
the classes, so if anyone is interested please let me or another member of the 
steering group know.  
 
Are Ye Well 
 
I have assumed the responsibility for planning and coordinating 'Are Ye Well?' 
for the academic year 2014-2015. 
 
Are Ye Well” is an on-going Students’ Union campaign, which seeks to raise 
awareness or educate on issues of concern at specific times of the year, whether 
these relate to mental health, physical health or other topics. Rather than holding 
specific or isolated welfare campaigns, at QUBSU the “Are Ye Well” campaign is a 
yearlong project that aims to bring all these concerns, advice and support under 
the one banner. It has become a well-established campaign on campus and 
returning students will remember receiving free cups of tea and coffee, sweets, 
biscuits and fruit during exam times. Throughout this academic year, VP 
Campaigns and Communications and I would like for the awareness of the 
services that “Are Ye Well” days promote to grow and for students to become 
more aware of “Are Ye Well” in its entirety. 
 
The first few events of the ‘Are Ye Well’ Campaign have been run in conjunction 
with Pop up SU. So far we have run an Alcohol and Drug awareness stand in the 
MBC with the help of FASA and Assert. The event was very successful with many 
students engaging with the Stand. During the event survey tests were carried out 
on 27 students to make them aware of hazardous and harmful patterns of 
alcohol consumption. 
 
The second ‘Are Ye Well’ event took place in the McClay Library over a two-day 
period. With the help of the Students Union Advice Centre we ran a ‘if you can’t 
taste the difference why pay the difference?’ event where students were 
encouraged to sample established branded foods and store branded foods that 
were less expensive. Many students had difficulty tasting the difference.  
 
As part of the second event I also ran a money does grow on trees competition 
where students were encouraged to come up with money saving ideas, write 
them on a post it sticker that were then stapled to a tree. The best idea will be 
selected at the end of the competition and that student will receive a prize of six 
months free cheese and toast and book tokens.  
 
The third event took part in the International and Postgraduate Center. This 
event was again focused on saving money. The stall displayed 5 lunch meals that 
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were prepared for under £10. This gave students the opportunity to see ways 
that they can ‘save a bunch by packing a lunch’ 
 
Cab Now, Pay Later 
 

I am pleased to announce that the Cab Now Pay Later Scheme has returned to 
the students union with the help of Fonacab. This allows students to get home 
safe even if they are cashless by giving the taxi driver their student card that can 
be then picked up in the students union where the student can eventually pay for 
the cab.  
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Training 
 
Crossover Week Training 
QUB Outlook Training, Patrick Brannigan  
QUBSU Induction Talks/Presentation Training,  
RAG Pub Crawl Training 
QUB Media Training, Macmillan Media  
QUBSU USI Students’ Union Training, Dublin 
SU Advice Centre Information and Training Session 
Word Press Blog Training, SU Marketing  
QUB Video Training 
 
Meetings 
Alcohol Awareness Meeting with FASA 
SU Marketing Meeting 
Meeting with Lord Mayor of Belfast – Nichola Mallon 
Social Media Meeting with SU Marketing  
Guidance Centre Meeting/Tour 
International and Postgraduate Centre Meeting/Tour 
Are Ye Well Meeting with Kara Bailey  
Fresher’s Fortnight Meeting 
Meeting with Queen’s Sport  
Meeting with Residential Life Team  
Tour of Queen’s Accommodation 
Holy lands Residents Meeting 
Student Support Fund Meeting  
Mind Your Mood Steering Group Meetings 
Strategic Plan Working Group  
Strategic Plan Meeting 
Meeting with Caroline Young 
Arts Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
NUS-USI MLA Meeting at Stormont  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


