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Summary: An overview of the work I have carried out since the last meeting of council on 

03/12/2015 

This is a brief outline of the work I have completed. I encourage councilors to hold 

officers to account and am open to questions from councilors about the work I have 

completed. 

Projects Progress 

NUS #CutTheCosts A vote took place in January following a public petition calling for the cuts to 

maintenance grants to be debated in the House of Commons. Again I contacted all of 

our 18 MPs in the lead up to this, some of whom then signed the opposition’s motion.  

Assembly Election 
Campaign 

 

Before Christmas I organized the first lobbying activity of the campaign. Over 50 

students partook in the “All I Want for Christmas” campaign where they wrote 

“Christmas Wish Lists” to their local MLAs. 

The VP Campaigns & Communications has led on the organization of Voter 

Registration week which I assisted with. We have also discussed a number of other 

ideas of how to raise awareness of the election and of voting and hope to roll these 

out over the coming months. 

Student Union Rebuild I met with the consultants who are exploring the financial feasibility of the project. 

We discussed the value of the SU and what a rebuild would mean and how it would 

benefit the offering the SU gives. We also discussed what might encourage alumni to 

do donate to the project and what might deter them from donating. 

Significant work has went into the business plan for the project which is basically a 

document highlighting the benefits of the rebuild and arguing the case for a rebuild. 

Fossil Free QUB 

Occupation 

I fully supported the occupation of the admin building and commend the activists who 
gave so willingly of their time to fight for this cause. 
 
I spent 2 hours on the Saturday evening outside the admin building alongside the VP 
Equality & Diversity, PGT Officer and 2 other students (Thanks Richard & Elizabeth for 
your support!!) trying to get food and supplies into the occupiers. I spent the majority 
of this time arguing that standing on a footpath was not being an obstruction!! 
 
I brought food parcels into the occupation every night once permission had been 
granted by senior management on Monday morning. 
 
I also helped (from the outside) the occupiers organise the solidarity demo. The 



 

 

Event, Meeting or Media Date Outcomes / Impact 

 

NUS Policy Development 
Convention 

30th November – 2nd December Worked with NUS Officers and SU Officers from 
across the UK on the priority aims of the 
organisation for this year and the priority policy 
that should go to national conference 

NUS National Executive 
Council 

2nd December 2015 Raised issues off communication with VP Society 
& Citizenship for failure to respond to invites to 
attend Fossil Free demo and advice queries. 

USI National Council – 
Athlone 

4th December 2015 Raised issues and concerns with Pink Training. 
Also questioned how QUBSU could become 
more involved in the General Election in the 
South as we have a proportion of our students 
eligible to vote. 

Officer Review Group 8th December 2015 Attended the first meeting of the officer review 
group. Gave insight into decision to cut officer 
roles last year and how to potentially gain officer 
positions in the future. 

Graduations 9th – 11th December 2015 After the first graduation ceremony and a 
number of situations that day the executive took 
the decision not to attend the graduation 
ceremonies. This was not an easy decision to 
make but we believe we made the right decision.  
We stood with the Fossil Free activists who were 
taking the opportunity to raise awareness of 
their campaign and the issues around fossil fuel 
investment. 

Academic Affairs Training 10th December 2015 Attended Training with DASA on the regulation 
and processes regarding academic appeals etc 
and disciplinary proceedings. 

Sweep with Wilma Fee (head 
of DASA) and David Jones 

15th December 2015 Discussed SSCC improvement areas and the 
work done by VP Education to identify key areas 
of concern. Also discussed importance of 
student involvement in assembly elections 

promotion of this was incredible and all credit must go to the activists on the inside, I 
was merely assisting with the organisational/logistical things on the day. Thank you to 
Robert for MCing on the day and getting the crowd going!! 
 
I also raised the issue of the occupation with Senate and discussed some of my key 
concerns and worries around it. This led to myself and Damien Corridan meeting with 
the Registrar and Director of Student Plus to initiate a solution following on from 
advice from the occupiers which thankfully led to a resolution and everyone being 
able to get out in time for Christmas, while also ensuring that Fossil Fuel divestment 
was now a key part of the “Investment policy review” and that the Fossil Fuel Group 
would have an active role in this review 

 



Senate 15th December 2015 Discussed the Fossil Free Occupation. 
Presented the SU Strategic plan which got full 
approval. 

Meeting with Crimestoppers 
UK 

16th December 2015 Discussed ways in which they could increase 
engagement and participation with students and 
young people 

NUS-USI Regional Council 16th December 2015 Gave an update of QUBSU activities since the 
last meeting. 
Discussed the Student Manifesto and Assembly 
Election campaign 

Sweep with Vice Chancellor 22nd December 2015 Discussed Assembly Elections and the need for 
students to be voting. Covered the issue of fees 
and the funding gap in Higher Education. 
Updated him on policy etc passed by council. 

Sweep with Registrar 22nd December 2015 Raised issue of school office opening hours. 
Questioned him as to what resolve was being 
proposed on the outstanding issue from last year 
on Senate’s decision to overrule the 
constitutional amendment to remove the 
academic standing rule from our election rules. 

Investment Committee 
Workshop 

6th January 2016 Represented the SU on the Investment 
Committee Workshop alongside Fossil Free 
Activists and other SU Officers. 

Students’ Union Commercial 
Services Forum 

14th January 2016 Received updates on performance of 
commercial ventures of the SU. Discussed ways 
to increase number of students using these 
services. 
 
Something of particular note is the amount of 
students who are still eligible for the student 
bursary who don’t use it, so if you have it and 
never use it please do consider using it in the SU 
Shop! Also, get your NUS Extra Card in the SU 
shop for some fab discounts!! 

Guide Dogs 14th January 2016 I think it’s safe to say that this was indeed the 
BEST DAY EVER!!!!!!!  
 
I didn’t get a huge amount of time with the dogs 
but it was just glorious! Massive congrats to the 
VP Welfare for organising this! 

Are Ye Well 18th December 2016 Helped with the night time library session. 

Sweep with Wilma Fee 20th January 2016 Discussed changes to the academic year and the 
restructuring and resizing of the university. 
 
Discussed Academic standing ruling and 
potential solutions. 

Response to 
#SaveMandelaHall 

20th – 21st January 2016 Dealt with media enquiries and email queries 
after the launch of the Save Mandela Hall 
campaign 

“Increasing Engagement” 
Meeting 

25th January 2016 Met with SU Director, Marketing Manager and 
Representation & Services Coordinator to 



discuss how to increase engagement in the SU 
elections. 

Meeting with Professor 
Scullion (PVC for AHSS 
Faculty) 

27th January 2016 Introduced her to the SU and gave an overview 
of all the activities and services we offer. 

Brand Positioning Consultant 27th January 2016 Met with a consultant who has been appointed 
to explore how viable and successful the 
Queen’s brand is. Gave her my thoughts and 
opinions on the brand as a whole and how we 
utilise it. 

Sweep with Registrar 27th January 2016 Discussed key ways to increase engagement in 
SU Elections. 
Discussed issue of academic standing and how to 
best resolve it. 

Investment Policy Working 
Group 

28th January 2016 Represented the SU on the working group 
appointed to review the university investment 
policy in light of the Fossil Free campaign 

International Buddy Scheme 
Meet-Up 

28th January 2016 Attended event organised by VP Equality & 
Diversity. 

 


