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Summary: Since the last council meeting, I have been primarily engaging with the 
university through the Fossil Free QUB campaign, both through direct 
action and in the university’s processes. 

I am hoping this semester to be able to engage in other topics as well.

Campaigns Progress

Fossil Free QUB

We took action in many ways, including a protest in front of the 
university, sit-ins at the locations of several university meetings, a 
protest outside graduation ceremonies, and then an occupation of part 
of the university administration building from 11/12/15 to 16/12/15. 
During the occupation there were two protests on university grounds, 
and constant media engagement through both social media and 
mainstream media. 
The university is now engaging in an in-depth investment policy review 
for “socially responsible investment” and has committed to make sure 
they are inline with the university’s own Vision 2020 and Carbon 
Management plans. The university has also committed to include 
FFQUB and the SU at every step, and a representative for each have 
been included in the working group organised by the university for this 
review. 
The new policy should be finalised on the 21st of July, but we aim to 
continue campaigning until then to ensure their policy is as stringent as 
we want it to be.

Divestival

We are hoping to host an event in QUBSU to invite other universities to 
come and learn more about our campaign. This comes following interest 
from several Irish universities. So far we have started the initial planning 
process but I will have more to report next time.



Event, Meeting or 
Media

Date Outcomes / Impact

Environmental and Ethical 
Committee

25/11/15
Formed the group, elected officer positions, went through 
Green Impact. 

Green Week Meeting 1/12/15

Met with Seán and university staff to plan the university’s 
Green Week. Due to the SU calendar being extremely full 
this semester, we have since decided not to hold Green 
Week at the same time as the university and to delay it, 
maybe until a later date.

Finance Meeting Sit-In 2/12/15
With FFQUB, sat in the area outside the doors to the Senate 
Room, that the finance committee were meeting in. Security 
attended to attempt to remove us and film us.

FFQUB Meetings

7/12/15 

10/12/15 

17/01/16

Met to discuss escalating action against the university in lieu 
of their engagement over divestment. We planned the 
occupation. 

Then met to discuss next steps, Divestival and other events 
coming up.

Graduation Protests

09/12/15 

10/12/15 

11/12/15

Held banners and gave out leaflets outside the Whitla Hall 
at each graduation to raise awareness for the university’s 
investments. We committed to not disrupting the 
graduations by entering the hall or doing anything else that 
might disturb things. Many students were supportive. 
Security were present and for two of the protests, PSNI 
were present.

Occupy QUB 11/12/15-16/12/15

Engaged in a sit-in occupation of the university’s 
administration building, in the finance offices. I helped 
manage social media as well as engaging in the mainstream 
media. I also assisted with political lobbying, and met with 
the university as a representative.

Meetings with QUB Senate 
Members

14/12/15 

16/12/15

Discussed FFQUB and the SU’s position on investments 
and agreed to terms to end the occupation.

S o c i a l l y R e s p o n s i b l e 
Investment Workshop 06/01/16

Attended meeting with QUB Finance Committee, SU and 
FFQUB reps and the university’s investment management 
firms discussing logistics of divestment. Working group was 
formed by the university.


